
To evaluate and predict change in ecosystem structure and function in the Barents Sea caused by the invasive 
snow crab in current and future scenarios of global change, and provide the basis for sustainable, management 
of a new biological resource in the complex bio-economic and legal context of the Barents Sea.
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✓ Effects on infaunal and epifaunal communities

✓ Source population(s) and diets of Barents Sea crabs

✓ Spatial predictive models for crab spreading

✓ Food-web impacts under current and future distributions

✓ Bio-economic consequences for local businesses/communities

WE WILL PROVIDE NEW DATA ON:

PROJECT ACTIVITIES

➢ Build a spatial food-web model integrating new range of the crab (Ecospace) 
and assess regional bio-economic impacts (value-chain analysis)

➢ Genetic analysis of Barents Sea snow crab to predict extent of expansion➢ Analyse effects of crab feeding on epifaunal communities

➢ Assess infaunal communities and sediment structure along crab density
gradient


